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NEWLY FOUND SEAL OF A BYZANTINE STRATEGOS OF PRESLAV

Nikolay Kanev
St. Cyril and St. Methodius University of Veliko Tarnovo, Veliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria

Abstract. The article aims at giving currency in the scholarly circles to a new Byzantine lead seal found
in Pliska in 2016. This lead bulla is 2,5 mm thick, it has a diameter of 22 mm and is preserved in a very good
condition. The stamp is of good quality but unfortunately, it has not been well centred and because of this
part of the impression and the legend have remained outside the lead core (Fig.). However, the seal is in a
sufficiently good shape and its impression is clear enough to allow to ascertain with certainty that it is a new
parallel copy of an already known lead seal of a Byzantine stratégos of which eight copies have been found
and published so far. Seven of these copies come from Preslav and one has been found in the vicinity of
Silistra.

It is situated on the obverse of this lead bulla, an image of a blossoming doubly intersected patriarchal cross
on a pedestal of two steps, inserted into a double granulated circle. The invocation “Kvpie forfet 1@ o@® d00 W™,
of which the letters R . H ®IToCwm have been preserved, is written in the form of a circle round the image.

On the reverse of the lead seal, clearly enough can be seen the first four lines of the five-line written
inscription: .IOR'A'|..A@KE|..PATH|...€PC|...

The complete deciphering of the legend is as follows: “+ Kopie fonfet 1@ o@® d00Aw lodvvy Pactikd
npotocnabapin kol otpatny® [epoxhdfac”, in translation: O, Lord, help your servant John, imperial protospatharios
and stratégos of Persklava (i.e. Preslav).

The seal is dated back to the first quarter of the 11" century.
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HOBASI HAXOJKA TIEYATH BUBAHTUIHCKOTI'O CTPATUTA
IOPOJA ITPECJIAB

Hukxoaaii KnHes

BenukorsipHoBCcKHii yHuBepeuTeT M. CBsThix Kupriuia u Medonus, . Benko TeipHOBO, Bonrapus

Annoranus. CTaThsi UMEET 1eTIbI0 BBECTH B HayYHOE 00pallleHne B PyCCKUe HaydHbIEe KPYTH HOBYIO BU3aH-
TUICKYIO CBUHIIOBYIO Ie4aTh, HaiiieHHyl0 B 2016 1. B npeBHel OGonrapckoit cronuue [lnucka. Ieyars B oueHs
XOpOIIIEM COCTOSIHHU M, HECMOTPSI Ha TO YTO OTTHCK IUIOXO IIEHTPUPOBAH, OTYET0 YacTh N300paKEHUS U JIereH1a
OCTaJIMCh 3a IIpeJeslaMU CBUHIIOBOTO KPY>KKa, OHA TOCTATOYHO YE€TKasl U MO3BOJISIET YCTAHOBUTD, YTO 3TO HOBBIM,
HapajuIebHbIN SK3EMIUTApP YK€ H3BECTHOTO MOJIMBAOBY/IAa BU3aHTUIICKOro cTpatura ropoza IIpecias, a UMEHHO —
umnepamopckozo npomocnagapus Hoanua. JJaTupoBKa reyaty OTHOCUTCS K IiepBoi geTBepTH X1 Beka.

Karwouessie cnoBa: monusnoByi, Moann, crparur, [Ipecnas, umneparopckuii nporocnadapuii, BusanTusi.
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B 2016 1. BO BpeMs perymnspHbIX apXeoio-
TUYECKUX PACKOMOK B IOr0-3alaJHOM CEKTOpe
Buytpennero ropona [lnucku Obuta HalieHa
BU3aHTUICKasl CBUHIIOBAas Ie4aTh, MPEIOCTaB-
JICHHAs! aBTOPY HACTOSIIEH CTaThbH JUIA MPOUTe-
HUS, JATUPOBAHUS U OIyOIMKOBAHMS |

MonuBaoBy AUaMETPOM 22 MM, TOITIIITHOMN
2,5 MM 1 BecoM 7,41 T 1 B XOpoIiei coxpanHOC-
Ti. OTTHUCK KayeCTBEHHBIH, HO, K COXaJICHUIO,
TJIOXO IIEHTPUPOBAH, OTYETO YaCTh H300paXKeHUs
Y 4acTh JIETeHJa OCTAINCh 3a IpefesaMi CBUH-
IIOBOTO KpyKKa (CM. pucyHOK). [leqaTs, ogHAaKo,
B IOCTaTOYHO XOPOIIEM COCTOSHUU U JOCTATOU-
HO YeTKasl, YTO MO3BOJISIET C YBEPEHHOCTHIO yC-
TaHOBUTh, YTO ATO HOBBIN, NapaJIEIbHBIA IK3EM-
ISP y’Ke U3BECTHOT'O MOJTMB/IOBYJIa BUBAHTHIC-
KOT'O CTpaTura, oT KOTOpOoro JI0 CHX TOop Haize-
HBI M OITYOJIMKOBAHBI BOCEMb HK3EMILIISIPOB, CEMb
W3 KOTOpbIX HaizeHsl B IIpecnaBe u onuH — B
patione Cummctpsl (cM.: [1, ¢. 146—147, No 291—
297;4,Ne 63.3h; 5, p. 469-470, Ne 1397-1403A)).

Asepc. O4eHb Ka4eCTBEHHO BBITOTHEHHOE
OpHAMEHTHUPOBAHHOE N300paKEHUE PACIIBETIIIErO C
JBYyMs TIEpeKJIaJUHaM{ MaTpUapIlIero Kpecra Ha
MOCTaMEHTE U3 JIBYX CTyIIEHEK, BIMCAHHOIO B IBOI-
HOW 3¢pHHCTBIN KpyL: B Kpyry, BOKpyT H300pakeHus, —
YaCTHYHO COXPAaHMBIIASICS KPYroBasi HaJIHUCH:

~R.HOITOCO...
[+K(0pve] Blo]MB(e)1 70 6 & [300A].

B ornnyue ot 3THX OyKB, KOTOPBIE Pacio-
JIOKEHBI CBEPXY Haja M300pa)keHHeM (TO €CTh
©ITWCW) U KOTOpBIE XOPOLIO BUAHBI, PAIOM C
HUMH JIMIIBb IPY BHUMATEIbHOM PaCCMOTPEHUU
pas3an4aroTcs Ciaeabl TOIBKO R U H, TaK KaK OHU
MTOYTH MOJHOCTBIO cTepThl. COXpaHUBIIHECS OyK-

H. Kvnes. HoBas Haxojika nedatu BU3aHTUHCKOTO cTpatura ropoza [Ipecnas

BBl U X PACIIONOXKEHUE BOKPYT M300pakeHUs
BTIOJHE JOCTATOYHBI, YTOOBI YCTAHOBUTH, YTO
peub naer o HanucaHuu KEROHOITWCWABAS,
KOTOpOoe (UTYpHpYeT Ha JIMIIEBOH CTOpPOHE Ha
M3BECTHBIX MapajuieNisix 3TOr0 MOJIMBIOBYJIA.

Pegepc. 1latucrpounas HaanUCh, OT KOTO-
poO¥ BUIIHBI TIEPBbIE YETHIPE CTPOUKHU:

JOR'A|..A@KE|..PATH]...€PC]...

+ To(dvvn) B(actk®) (Tpwto)[on]ab(apiw) k&
[ot]pam[y®] [IT]epalrdBol(c)

Hauano crpouek orpe3aHo n3-3a IIOXOTrO
LIEHTPUPOBAHHU ST MOJIMBJIOBYJIA, 10 TOM YK TIPUIHU-
HE OTCYTCTBYET U IIOCTICHSIS, TIATast, cTpouka. Ha
TIePBOI CTPOUYKE HET TIEPBOr0 3HAKA, 2 UMEHHO —
KpPECTHKA, C KOTOPOTO TPAAUIIMOHHO HAYMHAETCS
HAIMCAHHUE JISTCH bl Ha Ka)KIOM M3 CTOPOH BU3aH-
THiickuX nevateil. Ha BTopoil u TpeThelt cTpouke
OTpe3aHbl NIEpBbIC IBE OYKBBI, @ HA YCTBEPTOH —
BEPOSTHO, JaKe IepBbie TpH OykBbl. HecMorps
Ha OTCYTCTBHUE OYKB, OJHAKO, OCTAJIbHbIC OYKBBI
XOPOIIIO COXPAHMIUCH U Pa300pUUBBI, YTO TI03BO-
JiseT OecpoOIeMHOE MPOYTEHUE BBIITMCAHHON Ha
peBepce YacTH JIETeH[bl, a TaKXKe W KOHCTaTa-
LMI0 YKa3aHHOI'O BhIlE (pakTa, a UMEHHO, YTO
ONyOTMKOBAaHHBIH 371eCh CHPATUCTHUCCKHII TaMSIT-
HUK UMEET yXKe M3BECTHBIC TTapalIeiTu.

LlenoctHoe pa3BepTHIBaHHE JIET€HABI Cle-
nyrolee:

+ Kopie orfet 1@ 6@ 00Am “Twdvvn Baciikd
nmpwtoomabapie) kal otpoaty®d [epoxidPog — «ocromy,
noMoru paby cBoeMy MoaHHy, HIMITEpaTopcKOMy TIPOTO-
criapaputo u ctparury [lepcknaBbn (To ectb [Ipeciasa).

JlaTupoBKa medaTtu BXOIUT B PaMKH Xpo-
HOJIOTHYECKOIO OTPE3Ka, OXBaTBIBAIOILETO I10C-
JIE[IHUE TPU JecATUIETUS X U NIEPBYIO YETBEPTH

Pesepc

JluneBast 1 00OpOTHASI CTOPOHA MONUBAOBYIIA HoanHa, umnepamopckozo npomocnagapus
u cmpamuea Ilepcxnaeul, HatinenHoro B Ilnucke

Head and back sides of the lead seal of John, imperial protospatharios and strategos of Preslav,
found in Pliska
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XI Beka. C oueHb BBICOKOW CTETIEHBIO YBEPCH-
HOCTH, OJIHAKO, 3Ty ATHPOBKY MOXHO OTHECTHU
cKopee Bcero k mnepBoiil yerBeptu XI Beka. Oc-
HOBaHUEM JUISI JATHPOBAHUS MOCIIE TOBTOPHOTO
BOCCTAQHOBJICHHUS BU3aHTHUHCKOM BJIACTH HaJ ce-
BEPO-BOCTOUYHBIMH OOJITAPCKUMHU 3EMIISIMH T10-
CITyKHIT (aKT, YTO HA CBOCH TIeHaTH UMITEpaTop-
ckuit mporocnagapuit MloaHH yka3biBaer, 4To OH
crparur ObiBIIEi Gonrapckoii cronuis [pecnas,
HCIIONb3Ys BOCIIPUHATHIA BU3aHTUILAMU OYEHb
ONM3KHIA K OpUTUHATILHOMY (DOHETHYECKHI BapH-
anT ee Ha3Bauus — [lepcknana 2. B npenptymmii
[IEpUOJ BU3AHTHUIICKOM BIacTH B 3ToM yactu boi-
rapun — B 70-e u 80-e rr. X B. — Benuku [Ipe-
CIIaB, KaK XOPOIIO H3BECTHO, OQUIIHATBEHO HA3bI-
Basicsi loaHHOMONTB, 1 UMEHHO 3TO HAa3BaHHE HC-
MOJIb30BAJIM Ha CBOMX MOJIMB/IOBYJIaX BU3AHTHUMN-
CKHMe CTpaTuru, pesunupytomiue B IIpecnase,
9TOOBI yKa3aTh CBOE CIy)XEOHOE TMOJIOKEHUE
cmpamuea Hoannonons. HecMoTpst Ha TO, 4TO
B IEJIOM UKOHOTpaduuecKe u naieorpapudec-
KM€ OCOOCHHOCTH TIeYaTH Kak OyaTo Ooiee Xa-
PaKTepHBI IS IECSITOTr0, YeM JUId OJUHHAAA-
TOT'O CTOJIETHSI, IMEHHO HaJln4re Ha3BaHuA [lep-
cknasa, a He IoaHHOIIOMTb, B COUETaHUH C HeMa-
JIBIM KOJIMYECTBOM U3BECTHBIX IK3EMILIISIPOB 3TON
Me4aTH, COBCEM OYEBHIHO HCKIIOYAET MPeIo-
JIOKEHHE O 1aTHpoBKe 10 pybexa X n XI BekoB.

C onyOnMKOBaHHBIM 3/I€CH MOJHBIOBYJIOM
nedatn Hoauna, umnepamopckozco npomocna-
Gapus u cmpamuea Ilepckiasvbl HACUUTHIBAIOT
JEBSTH IITYK, @ K apealy MECTOHAXOXKJICHUS yxKe
npubaemsiercs u [micka. Henb3s He 3aMeTHTD, 4TO
3TOT apeast OCTAETCs CPABHUTENHFHO OrPaHUYEHHBIM
B TepputopraibHoM orHomeHuu (IIpecnas, [Tmuc-
Ka, [Ipuctpa), a 3T0 TOBOPHT O MEpPEICKE, CBS3aH-
HOU B IIEJIOM C CAMBIMH TPSIMBIMH, OOBIIHBIMH €K/
HEBHBIMH CITy>KeOHBIMH 00513aHHOCTSIMU Vl0aHHa Kak
crpatura [Ipecnasa, a 310, CO CBOEH CTOPOHBI, XOTS
U C PSJIOM OrOBOPOK, MOXKET OBITh BOCIIPUHATO U
KaK CBOEro pofa KOCBEHHBIN MMOKa3aTeNb TOro, YTo
BpeMs €ro MpaBJieHUs] B BU3AHTUHCKOW aJIMUHUCT-
PaTUBHON €IMHUIIE C IICHTPOM B ObIBIIICH OoJrapc-
KOI1 CTOMTHIIE COBIAJIO C OTHOCUTEIBHO CITIOKOHHBIM
Y MUPHBIM IIEPHOZIOM B PETHOHE.

IIPUMEYAHHUA

! ITonb3yrock cirydaeM MoonarogapuTh Komie-
ry Xpuctuay CTOSHOBY — PYKOBOJHUTENS PacCKOIOK,
KOTOpas MpPeAoCTaBWJIa MHE MeyaTh AJIS MPOYTEHUs,

JATUPOBAHUSA U OIyOJIUKOBaHMSA, 3a HHGOPMAIIMIO O
€€ MECTOHAXOKJICHUH U apXeosiornyeckoi cpene. Ha-
XOJIKa HaijieHa B CEKTOpE, B KOTOPOM HCCIECHYeTCs
OOJBIIION apXUTEKTYPHBIA KOMIUICKC, CYIIICCTBOBAB-
Uil Bo BTOpoi nonoBuHe X B. U B Hauane XI B., B
KOTOPOM €CTb CJIe/Ibl ¥ O0yiee MO3HETO0 Mepro/a — IpH-
ommsuTenbHO o cepeantbl X1 Beka. O0 uctopuy u pe-
3yJIBTaTax pacKoOIlOK B CEKTOpE CM.: [2, c. 644—-646; 3,
c. 585-588].

2 B cBOUX MyOJIHKAIMSIX U3BECTHBIX 10 CHX TIOP
9K3EMIUIAPOB Ne4atu Hoanna, umnepamopckozo npo-
mocnagpapus u cmpamuza Ilepckiasvl, HARICHHBIX B
Ipecnase u Cuuctpe, npod. M. Mopaanos koMMeH-
THUPYET JBE CaMbIe BEPOSITHBIC BO3MOXKHOCTH €€ JaTH-
poBku: 1) B uHTEpBaie anpens — aBryct 971 ., To ecTh
1o nepeumeHoBanus [Ipecnasa B loanHONOMB; U, CO-
OTBETCTBEHHO, — 2) IOCJIe TIOBTOPHOTO 3aBOEBAHUS
IIpecnasa Buzantuiiiiamu B 1000 1., — oTnaBas npen-
MTOYTCHHUE MTEPBOM U3 3TUX JABYX BO3MOXKHOCTEH, CBSI-
3BIBAs €€ C AKTUBHOCTBHIO «...B HAYAJILHBIH TeprosT (hyH-
KIIMOHUPOBAHMS YUPEIKICHUS, KOTJa TaM HaXOMUJICS
HEKW HaJIBEJJIOMCTBEHHBIN OpraH, CTOSIIMNA HaJl M-
IIYIIIAMU B TOPOJT CTPATUTaMU — HAMECTHUK UMIIepa-
TOpa, yNpaBJIsSIONINA HOBO3aBOCBAHHBIMH 3EMJIISIMID)
[1, c. 147]. Bce-Taku KOTMYECTBO YK€ U3BECTHBIX Ieda-
Tei mpecnaBckoro crparura MoanHa 1ocraTtoyHo Be-
JIUKO, @ KPOME TOTO, OHHU TIOYTH BCE HAIICHBI B CAMOM
[pecnage, 4TO SABJSIETCS NOCTATOYHBIM OCHOBaHUEM
YCOMHUTBCSI, HACKOJIBKO 3TO CBSI3aHO C €r0 KpaTKoBpe-
MEHHBIM (3BEHTYAJIbHO YETHIPEXMECSIYHBIM) YIIpaBJIec-
HHUEM IT03IHEH BeCHO# u jieToM 971 T, ¥ 3TO Kak OynTo
Jienaet 0oJiee JIOTMYHOM U IOIYCTHMOW BTOPYFO THITO-
Te3y, BhickazaHHyo pod). U. MopaaHoBbIM.
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